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Los Angeles Unified School District Schools Pilot Monarch Teaching 

Technologies’ VizZle to Help Children with Autism 
 

VizZle Selected for its Interactivity, Accountability and Ease of Use 

 

Shaker Heights, OH (Feb. 16, 2011) – The Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) is 

taking a major step to help the growing number of children with autism succeed in public 

schools. Through funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), LAUSD 

will pilot VizZle® in 23 schools across the eight districts within LAUSD. The district selected 

VizZle for the pilot based on the dramatic results it’s achieving in classrooms across the country. 

 

“We are excited about using technology that focuses on the learning style of students with ASD 

to enhance lesson engagement and learning.” said Debra Moss, MA, LAUSD Autism Specialist 

and Inclusion Supervisor. “Students were engaged and performing at unprecedented levels. I am 

always seeking resources that will support the cognitive and behavioral goals we have for our 

children. VizZle not only affected student learning, but also was embraced by the teachers 

quickly. The program was easy to learn and provided a rich library of existing lessons.” 

 

VizZle helps students with autism succeed by capitalizing on their visual processing skills and 

inherent interest in computers, touch screens and electronic whiteboards. Research shows that 

children with autism pay more attention and retain more of what they learn when lessons are 

presented interactively utilizing technology. Teachers using VizZle are finding that children are 

better able to interact, understand emotions and daily life concepts, as well as improve 

academically. 

 

Short for “visual learning,” VizZle gives teachers the ability to create lessons on the web or tap 

into a library of more than nearly 4,000 templates designed by users to teach both academics and 

activities of daily living. Educators from around the country add to the library of lessons daily 

and share materials with peers and parents. 

 

“Any student we can reach is a victory. But when you can impact a large district like Los 

Angeles with a diverse student population, we know we are making a breakthrough,” said Terry 

Murphy, president of Monarch Teaching Technologies, the creators of VizZle. “Diversity is not 

just a socio-economic reference, in a district such as LAUSD, it also refers to the range of 

student needs across the autism spectrum, which places unique demands on educators. Our 

partnership with LAUSD schools demonstrates that VizZle is a scalable technology that can 

work for any school or district.” 
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“We have structured this pilot so we can measure student progress, not only through the data 

tools within VizZle, but through the collaboration by the team of professionals who work with 

each child.” Moss added. “Collaboration and measuring outcomes is critical for these students, 

our teachers, and overall accountability.” 

 

Monarch Teaching Technologies staff combined with VizZle resources and the online 

community will support LAUSD pilot participants in meeting their goals. Special education 

consultants and teachers across 30 states are utilizing VizZle to share ideas, collaborate, and 

learn from one another. 

 

For more information on VizZle or to register for a free 14-day trial, visit: 

http://www.monarchteachtech.com/try-vizzle-free  

 

About VizZle 

VizZle, produced by Monarch Teaching Technologies, is an easy to use, web-based authoring 

tool teachers use to create visual learning supports for students with Autism and other special 

learning needs. VizZle's library of more than 15,000 media assets help educators create and share 

visual learning supports for organization, instruction, and expression. 

http://www.monarchteachtech.com/vizzle  
 

About Monarch Teaching Technologies 

Monarch Teaching Technologies, Inc. (monarchtt.com) is committed to providing cost-effective, 

technology-enhanced solutions for more effective instruction for children with special learning 

needs. After a four-year R&D collaboration with researchers funded in part by NIH grants, the 

company introduced VizZle for the general market in 2009. For more information on VizZle or 

Monarch Teaching Technologies, visit http://www.monarchtt.com.  
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